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know, from tlie evidence of nature, concerning his
ways, is in harmony with the natural theory and
repugnant to the supernatural. There is, therefore,
a vast preponderance of probability against a miracle,
to counterbalance which would require a very extra-
ordinary and indisputable congruity in the supposed
miracle and its circumstances with something which
we conceive ourselves to know, or to have grounds for
believing, with regard to the divine attributes.

This extraordinary congruity is supposed to exist
when the purpose of the miracle is extremely beneficial
to mankind, as when it serves to accredit some highly
important belief. The goodness of Grod, it is supposed,,
affords a high degree of antecedent probability that he
would make an exception to his general rule of govern-
ment, for so excellent a purpose. For reasons, how-
ever, which have already been entered into, any
inference drawn by us from the goodness of God to
what he has or has not actually done, is to the last
degree precarious. If we reason directly from Grod's
goodness to positive facts, no misery, nor vice nor
crime ought to exist in the world. We can see no
reason in Grod's goodness why if he deviated once from
the ordinary system of his government in order to do
good to man, he should not have done so on a hundred
other occasions; nor why, if the benefit aimed at by
some given deviation, such as the revelation of
Christianity, was transcendent and unique, that